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Senate 
The Senate met at 12 noon and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, who in Your infinite 

wisdom ordained that we might live 
our lives within the narrow boundaries 
of time and circumstances, we honor 
Your Name. 

Today, supply our Senators with the 
strength they need to serve You. Help 
them to seize the opportunities to 
strengthen our Nation, bringing deliv-
erance to captives and letting the op-
pressed go free. Lord, keep them from 
any temptation that would prevent 
them from glorifying You. Send Your 
spirit into their minds, and illuminate 
their understanding with insight and 
discernment. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
any leader remarks the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the immigration 
bill. The filing deadline for second-de-
gree amendments to the Leahy amend-
ment No. 1183, as modified, is 4 p.m. 
today. At 5:30 p.m. there will be a clo-
ture vote on the Leahy amendment, as 
modified. 

THE FARM BILL 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have often 

said that Speaker BOEHNER has a hard 
job. That was obvious last week when 
the House Republican caucus revolted 
to defeat the Speaker’s farm bill. Even 
though the Speaker took the unusual 
step of announcing his support for the 
measure ahead of the vote, this bill 
went down in flames. It was the first 
time the House of Representatives has 
defeated a farm bill since the program 
was created in the 1930s. 

I admit I was sorry to hear the House 
Republican leadership blame the bill’s 
defeat on Democrats, but I was not sur-
prised. They had to blame someone. 
They could not blame themselves, even 
though they should. It was no surprise 
that House Democrats opposed this 
mean-spirited bill. The legislation 
would cut $20 billion from the safety 
net that keeps millions of Americans, 
including millions of children, from 
going hungry every year. That is what 
it was about. The farm bill eliminated 
8 billion meals for hungry American 
families and children. That is what the 
House bill did. So it is no surprise that 
Democrats did not vote for a bill that 
whacked America’s most vulnerable 
citizens. 

We have seen this film before. The 
Speaker should have known he could 
not pass legislation that amounts to a 
partisan love note to the tea party. He 
will be forced to take up a more bipar-
tisan measure. He should do it now. 
There is no need to reinvent the wheel. 
The Senate has already done the work 
that was necessary to be done. We 
passed a good bipartisan bill. The 
Speaker should dispense with the 
drama and the delay and take up the 
Senate farm bill now. The bill passed 
on an overwhelming bipartisan vote in 
this Chamber. In fact, it did twice. We 
passed it last year. The Speaker re-
fused to bring up the bill in the House. 
Passing the Senate farm bill will cre-
ate jobs, will reduce the deficit by 
some $23 billion, and it will make im-

portant reforms to both farm and food 
stamp programs without balancing the 
budget on the backs of hungry Ameri-
cans. 

I spoke over the weekend to Tom 
Vilsack, the Secretary of Agriculture. 
We agreed that maintaining the status 
quo is not an option. Doing nothing 
means no reform, no deficit reduction, 
and no certainty for America’s 16 mil-
lion farm industry workers. 

I want everyone within the sound of 
my voice as well as my colleagues on 
the other side of the Capitol to know 
that the Senate will not pass another 
temporary farm bill extension. It is 
time for real reform that protects both 
rural farm communities and urban 
families who need help feeding their 
children. 

If the Speaker took up the Senate’s 
bipartisan measure, it would easily 
pass the House with both Republican 
and Democratic votes. There is no 
shame in passing a bill that moderates 
in both parties support. We have seen 
time and time again that the tea par-
ty’s ‘‘my way or the highway’’ ap-
proach to legislating does not work. 
The only way to pass a bill in either 
the House or the Senate is to do so 
with votes from both Democrats and 
Republicans. The Senate farm bill 
passed with 66 votes in this Chamber. 
It was a perfect example of a bipartisan 
bill. The Speaker should allow a vote 
on this measure in the House now— 
today. 

The immigration bill before the Sen-
ate is another example of bipartisan 
legislation. The immigration bill will 
pass this Chamber with Democratic 
and Republican votes. When the immi-
gration bill passes, the Speaker should 
quickly bring it up for a vote in the 
House of Representatives. 

So I say, Mr. Speaker, rather than 
twisting the arms of tea party extrem-
ists, work with moderates in both par-
ties to pass bipartisan legislation. Mr. 
Speaker, rather than trying to force 
legislation designed to please only the 
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